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FEATURED	WAITING	CHILD

Levius,	17,	Looking	for	a	Place	to	Call	Home
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Levi is hopeful and positive about his future; he is quick to smile and always a gentleman. 

He never hesitates to ask about families and the potential to move into a permanent 

home. He is a 17 year old that really wants to find a place to call home hoping that his 

current foster home would be his last stop but that is not the case. 

Levi has become increasingly independent and responsible when given the opportunity. 

The past two summers he attended youth camp, travelled to Chicago with a youth group 

and hung out at the community center in his neighborhood. He played on a community 

recreation basketball team the last two winters. He is doing quite well in school with 

academic assistance and vocational activities as part of his school schedule.   

Levius responds well to patient, firm and respectful disciplinary styles. He has become 

much more expressive about his feelings and has developed positive skills for handling his 

frustrations and disappointments.  He has been reaching out to forge peer friendships 

this past year yet needs some guidance to navigate those relationships. 

A	Family	for	Levius

Levius would really like a family with active parents that want to be connected with him. 

He is open to living in different settings, rural to urban or with different parent types, 
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Future MN ADOPT office at 777 Raymond Ave, St. Paul

quite simply he asks for parents that will treat him well. He has demonstrated that he can 

live with other children safely and happily.  

For	more	information	about	Levius,	please	contact:

Mizelle Hines

Permanency Specialist, Ampersand Families 

1700 2nd St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 55413

Phone: 612.605.1904

Mizelle@ampersandfamilies.org

MN	ADOPT	NEWS

MN	ADOPT	Relocating	to	St.	Paul

After many years in Minneapolis, MN ADOPT is making a big change by crossing the river 

into St. Paul!  We are 

excited about our 

upcoming move at the end 

of May to 777 Raymond 

Avenue, a historic 

storefront site just a 

couple doors down from 

the Keys Café off 

University and Hwy. 280.  

For those of you who 

follow politics, this site 

was also the Minnesota 

Headquarters for 

President Obama's 2008 campaign, so we get to share a little slice of history!  We plan to 

have an open house shortly after we get settled, probably in July, so stay tuned for more 

information on specifics.

MN	ADOPT	Kick	Off	to	Summer	Social	-	June	11,	2015

MN ADOPT will be kicking off the summer with a social at Summit Brewery.  This will be a 

great opportunity to learn about all the exciting things happening at MN ADOPT, connect 

with our staff and families touched by adoption, hear personal stories, and show your 

support of our mission!  We are looking for sponsors to help make the event a great 

experience. If you work for an organization or corporation that would be interested in 

supporting our mission, this is a great way to get involved. See the link below for more 

information about becoming a sponsor.  
Sponsorship Opportunity
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 For those interested in attending the event, we will be sending out more specific event 

information at the beginning of May, so stay tuned!

Summer	Sporting	Event	Opportunities

MN ADOPT will have opportunities for families to participate in a couple of exciting sporting 

opportunities this summer.  Keep the following dates in mind and watch for ticket information 

as the summer progresses.

1.  Adoptee Night with the MN Twins - Through the Mixed Roots Foundations, MN ADOPT will be 

participating in this exciting event that has the goal to bring 1000 people (adoptees, families, 

youth in foster care) to the Twins game on Friday July 31 to celebrate, connect with others and 

raise awareness 

2. MN  ADOPT Night with the Minnesota Lynx - MN ADOPT is working with the Minnesota Lynx 

to raise awareness about the need for families for Minnesota waiting children.  We will be once 

again partnering with the Lynx to create a PSA and will have a special night with the Lynx during 

their game on Sunday, August 30, during which we will launch the PSA and have an opportunity 

for families to attend the game.  There will be approximately 175 tickets available to families at 

no cost.  Stay tuned for details!

MEDIA	HIGHLIGHTS

Kid Connection
Formerly "Thursday's Child", our waiting child feature on KSTP has been rebranded to "Kid 

Connection" and will be shown each Thursday on Twin Cities Live at 3:00pm.  It will also appear 

on the Thursday 5:00pm news, be featured on the TCL web site, and be shown when TCL is 

rebroadcast the following day at 1:00am on channel 5 and 9:00am on channel 45.  In addition to 

expanded viewing times, the segment itself has changed.  While the primary goal is still to 

increase chances of finding homes for kids, the producers and staff at Twin Cities Live are also 

Page 4 of 10

4/16/2015



committed to giving each child a unique and exciting experience based on the individual child's 

interests and talents.

The first segment aired on April 9 and featured MN ADOPT Recruitment Coordinator Wendylee 

Raun.  

View Kid Connection

Star Tribune
We are thrilled to continue our partnerships with both the Star Tribune and KSTP to feature 

waiting kids  per month.  This month's feature child is Abe, who enjoys crafts, making people 

laugh and Michael Jackson.  

Learn more about Abe

MEET	OUR	TEAM

MN	ADOPT	Staff	Planning	for	the	Future

The staff at MN ADOPT had an opportunity to welcome spring with an off-site day of team 

building, planning and fun, and of course good food, which we are very accomplished at putting 

together!  It was a great chance to spend time together and share our wishes and vision for the 

future of MN ADOPT.  Anne Jeager, of Designing and Leading Experiences, helped us explore 

some deeper issues and incorporate a few laughs!  Ask one of us about our experience with the 

helium stick!  As we plan for our upcoming move to our new site in St. Paul we are energized and 

excited about the future of MN ADOPT and all the possibilities ahead.

NEWS	AND	INFORMATION

May	is	National	Foster	Care	Month	
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May is National Foster Care Month and the Children's Bureau has developed an information rich 

site that explores many facets of foster care, 

including resources for youth, foster families, and 

professionals, and well as story features and 

information about the foster care process and how 

to get started.  Click on the picture to the right to 

learn more and share with anyone you know who 

may be interested in becoming a foster care 

resource for a child. 

International	Adoptions	Drop	to	Lowest	Rate	Since	1982	

According to statistics recently shared by the Department of State, International adoptions by

US families have decreased nearly 75% in the past 10 years.  In Minnesota, the statistics were 

similar- 10 years ago 890 children were adopted internationally by Minnesota families and last

year that number dropped to 

186.  Some of the reasons for 

this shift are increased

regulation and scrutiny 

regarding adoption practices, 

policies in other countries 

promoting domestic adoptions 

within theirown country, and 

the political landscape 

between countries.  To learn 

more about this trend see the 

links below:

National Trend

Minnesota Story

STORIES	AND	EXPERIENCES

A	Family	for	Davion	

Through his story and his wish to find a family, 

Davion Only's story reached across the world 

and into the hearts of many.  Born in prison 

and spending his life in foster care, his journey 

has had many hurdles.  But happily, Davion will 

realize his dream as his adoption, by his former 

caseworker, will be finalized this month.
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Read Davion's Story

GET	INVOLVED

Make	a	Difference	Through	Your	Giving

The generous and ongoing support of those who believe in 

our mission is crucial in helping us achieve our goal of finding 

homes for all Minnesota children and supporting all 

Minnesota adoptive families.  A small recurring donation of 

just $10 a month could have a lasting, long-term impact for 

children and families.  

Donate Today

EDUCATIONAL	OPPORTUNITIES

Below	are	current	educational	opportunities	being	offered	by	MN	ADOPT.		To	

learn	more	about	MN	ADOPT	trainings	or	to	register	for	a	training,	please	visit	

the	training	page	of	our	web	site.	

WORKSHOP:	What	You	Need	to	Know	About	Fetal	Alcohol	Spectrum	

Disorder
Presented	by	Barb	Clark,	FASD	Consultant

Monday, April 20, 2015 (6:30pm-8:30pm) - Minneapolis

There are so many things that we do not understand about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

(FASD's) and how prenatal exposure can impact our children. This workshop will help to explain 

the mystery behind FASD. Parents who are adopting or thinking about adopting, need to 

understand the implications of prenatal exposure in order to better support their children.

techniques used to heal and repair attachment relationship will be discussed.  

WEBINAR:	Breaking	Down	Waivers:	Eligibility,	Access	&	Services
Presented	by	Jacki	McCormack,	The	ARC	Greater	Twin	Cities

Monday, April 27, 2015 (6:30pm-8:00pm) - Online

Minnesota has entered into a number of waiver agreements with the federal government in order 

to provide Minnesotans with more service choices, which are provided through Medical 

Assistance. Join this webinar to understand the differences in services and the amount of money 

a person can use to purchase these supports. Learn how waivers provide assistance to individuals 

with special needs in the home and in the community. There are four different waivers for people 

with disabilities. Each waiver has its own eligibility criteria. This session discusses these waivers: 
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Developmental Disabilities (DD), Brain Injury (BI), Community Alternative for Disabled Individuals 

(CADI) and Community Alternative Care (CAC).

WEBINAR:	How	to	Engage	with	Adopted	&	Foster	Teens
Presented	by	Adam	Arnold,	MA,	LMFT,	LADC	

Thursday, May 14, 2015 (12:00pm-1:30pm) - Online

"Whatever." "I hate you." "You don't understand me." While these are common teen phrases 

heard inside the walls of many homes, adolescents with trauma histories and attachment 

disruptions may be attempting to communicate something deeper-and may require a more 

nuanced approach from the adults in the their lives. Join MN ADOPT and Adam Arnold for a 

vibrant discussion on how to understand and connect with your adopted and foster teen(s) on a 

deeper level.

WEBINAR:	Preparing	for	Guardianship	and	Accessing	Social	

Security,	Disability,	and	Supplemental	Security	Income
Brad	Hansen,	The	Arc	Greater	Twin	Cities

Monday, May 18, 2015 (6:30pm-8:00pm) - Online

Preparing for Guardianship-Guardianship is a form of substitute decision making alternative for 

individuals who are unable to make and communicate critical life decisions. When an individual 

reaches the age of 18, they are a legal adult with full rights and responsibilities regardless of 

disability.  

Accessing Social Security, Disability Income, and Supplemental Security Income-Social Security 

and Disability Income (SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) are federal income programs 

administered by the Social Security Administration (SSA) that serve many different individuals 

with a variety of disabilities. SSI and SSDI provide monthly in-come to adults and children who 

qualify. 

Adoption	&	Attachment:	A	Day	for	Professionals,	St.	Paul
Parents	and	Caregivers	Welcome

Presented	by		Dr.	Richard	J.	Delaney

Friday May 29, 2015* - Participants can sign up for one or both sessions below

*Note date chance-this training was originally scheduled for February 27, 2015

Morning Session: 9:30 am to 12:00 pm

Join Dr. Richard Delaney, internationally known speaker and consultant to foster, kinship, and 

adoptive parents as he provides an overview of attachment from early childhood development to 

adolescence. This training is designed for those who are looking to increase their general 

understanding of attachment disorders. 

Afternoon Session: 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Richard Delaney provides in-depth, concrete tools and strategies for the advanced practitioner. 

This training will build from the morning session and will explore attachment disorders from a 

therapeutic trauma-informed lens. Evidence based techniques used to heal and repair attachment 

relationship will be discussed. 
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WEBINAR:	90-minute	Online	Consultation	on	Defiance	Disrespect:	

Struggles	Around	Dinner	and	Bedtime
Presented	by	Brenda	Benning,	MSW,	LICSW	

Monday, June 8, 2015 (7:30pm-9:00pm) - Online

This 90-minute webinar is available to families who are parenting children with trauma or 

attachment histories. Brenda Benning, licensed therapist and adoptive parent, will be providing 

ninety-minutes of live online consultation. Participants are encouraged to bring questions that 

target the following behaviors, "defiance and disrespect" as they relate to ongoing around 

struggles around dinner and bedtime.

WEBINAR:	What	You	Need	to	Know	About	Fetal	Alcohol	Spectrum	

Disorder
Presented	by	Barb	Clark,	FASD	Consultant

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 (12:00pm-1:30pm) - Online

There are so many things that we do not understand about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

(FASD's) and how pre-natal exposure can impact our children. This workshop will help to explain 

the mystery behind FASD. Parents who are adopting or thinking about adopting, need to 

understand the implications of prenatal exposure in order to better support their children. 

For	more	information	on	any	of	these	trainings	or	to	register,	go	
here

			Visit	us	at	www.mnadopt.org

MN ADOPT (formerly know as Minnesota Adoption 

Resource Network or MARN) was founded in 1980 by  

a group of adoptive and foster parents.   Their mission 

was focused on advocating for the rights of every 

child to ensure they find  permanent and nurturing 

families.  Today, MN ADOPT continues to fulfil this 

mission, while also providing ongoing support and 

education to all Minnesota adoptive families.

MN ADOPT welcomes inquiries about how to begin 

and prepare for the adoption process, adoption 
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assistance, expenses and how agencies and counties 

facilitate adoption of Minnesota Waiting Children. 

      Contact us at 1.866.303.6276 or email us.  

  © 2014 MN ADOPT. All Rights Reserved.
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